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This report is the international preliminary exammation report, established by this International PreUminary 
Examining Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
This REPORT consists of a total of sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ (sent to the applicant mid to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are basis' of 
this report and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authonty (see Rule 70.16 
and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions), 
n sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendnient 
that goes beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as mdicated m item 4 of 
Box No. I and the Supplemental Box. 
b n (senttotheInternationalBureauonly)^toX2Xof{mdic^t^typ^^^^ 
' ^ * , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, 

i;di^t;d in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listmg (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contams indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
apphcability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial apphcability; citations and explanations, supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the intemational application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

I I the intematioiial application in the language in which it was filed. 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 

purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication ofthe international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

I I international preUniinary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements ofthe international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets ^^"'^^''/^f^^^^^ 

to the receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed and are not 
annexed to this report): 

I I the international application as originally filed/fumished 
the description: 

pages U31 as originally filed/fumished 

pages* NONE , received by this Authority on . 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on 

^ the claims: 

pages ;^2.51 as originally filed/fumished 

pages* NONE as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on . 

pages* NONR received by this Authority on ^ 



1^ the drawings: 

pages 1-8 as originally filed/fumished 

pages * NONE received by this Authority on ^ 

pages* NONE received by this Authority on ^ 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3- n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[~] the description, pages -. : ^ — 

I I the claims, Nos. . 



I 1 the drawings, sheets/figs , _ ^ 

I I the sequence listing {specify)', 

I I any table(s) related to die sequence listing {specify): 

TOs report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed ^^^^f ^^^^^^^ 

since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



I I the description, pages . 



the claims, Nos. s 9- 42-45 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 

I I the sequence listing {specify): ^ 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marke d "superseded. 
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International application No. 
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Box No. TV Lack of unity of invention 



1. 1^ In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant h^^ 

I I restricted the claims. 

paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest, and, where applicable, the protest fee 
I I paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 
I I neither restricted the claims nor paid additional fees 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not compUed with and chose, according to Rule 

68: 1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers thatthe requirement ofunityofinvention in accordance withRulc^ 13.1,13.2 and 13.3 is: 

I I complied with. 

not complied with for tiie following reasons: 



Please See Continuation Sheet 



consequently, tbis report has been established in respect of tbe foDowing parts of tbe international appHcation: 



all parts 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 7.8. 10-33.48-54 and 59-61 



Claims l -4.6,34-4 L46.47.55-58 and 62.72 



.YES 
NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims l-4.6,8.i0-41 and 46-72 



„YES 
NO 



Claims 1-72 



Claims NONE 



^YES 
NO 



2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space In any of the preceding boxes is not sufflcient 
Continuation of: 

Continuation for the new matter 



ContinuaUon for the new maner t. • , . j u • «u-^ „«fi, « ^,^»t 

Claims 5 and 9 recite a recirculating line from the upstream of the microporous membrane to the miet and having a fiUer w «i a vent. 
There is no disclosure in the specification to support this feature. Also, how a recirculation line could be ^^^'^^^gured from up^^^^^ 
the inlet is not understood. If "upstream" is a typogrphical for 'downstream', then there is supporting disclosure in ^^^^^f^^^^.: ^^^^ 
recirculation line so connected only would make a bypass for the filter since the downstream would be at a ^^^^^P^*^^^^^^*^^ 
by principles of hydraulics. The air vent 1047 described in page 15 lines 20-22, shown in figure 8A is not in a recirculating hne. but in a 
line connecting one filter to the next. No opinion on merits could be made on Claims 5 and 9 because the claims are indefinite. 

Claims 42-45: TTiese claims recite deionizing module having first and second portion with a resistivity sensor between the^^^ 
there is disclosure for a resistivity monitor between two separate cartridges, no disclosure could be m sup^^^^^^ hmitah^^^^ 
where in the two portions are in the same housing (cartridge). For examination purpose, two separate beds m two separate housings is 
assumed. 



IV 3 This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of Invention is accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is not 

S^£2Z^^^^^ or groups of inventions which are not so linked ^ to fonn a single general i^^^^^^^^^ 

Scept^^^^^^^^^ In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.. 

Group I, claim(s) 1 ,2, drawn to water treatment plant widi microporous membrane. 

Group II, Claims 3-9, drawn to water treatment plant with microporous membrane and deionization 

Group III, claim(s) 10-16, drawn to water treatment plant control device. 

Group IV, claim(s) 17-19, drawn to water treatment plant with filters in series, pump and controller. 

Group V, claim(s) 20-33, 48-50 drawn to Fluid container device with sensor, etc. 

Group VI, claim(s) 34-39, drawn to water treatment plant with ion exchange. 

Group VII, claim(s) 40-45. drawn to water treatment plant with resistivity monitor to shut pump. 

Group VIII, claim(s) 46,47, drawn to water treatment plant with UV. 

Group DC, claim(s) 5 1 -54, drawn to water treatment plant vwth download software instructions. 

Group X, claim(s) 55-59,62-72, drawn to water treatment plant having a controller to read unique identifier data. 

Group XI, Claims 60-61 , drawn to blood treatment apparatus in combination with water purification device. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-XI do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 ^^^^.^^^^^^ 
n.2! ti^ey tr^^ ttTsame or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: no common special technical feature was 



found. 
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Supplemental Box 



compartment (column 6 lines 19-67). And then there is the detached filter 36 - a microbial filter. 

2 Claims 1-4 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Sizelove-201. which teaches a water treatment device for 
infusible water having one or more microfilter and ultrafilter. and an air vent. 

3. Claims 7-8 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as b^g J^j^^ J^^^^ membrane filters. 
Both references teach the elements of the claims except f^^^f^^V^J'fcem^^^^^ would not nSce a patentable 

ss.^Fi&^^'^r^^^^^ 

4. Claims 34-47 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as '•^"f^^^^f^^^^y exchange resins in 
Selby teaches a water treatment plant with .on f *f 8%?^* ^^^^J™?^'^^^^^^ S^s: col 8 lines 12-33 and column 6 lines 
separate layers and in separate cartridges variety of =°n«eurad°"f;^?Ll l^feVetoiSo teaches use of UV sterilization. Location 
2(^29). The control system and the '^sistrnty monitor are also d^l^^T^^^^ nephlometer in column 7 lines 47-57. 



applicant. 



5. Claims 62-72 lack novelty under PCT Allele ^^(p » beir^-^gSd^^^^ Se^Ution of the plant as 
Astie teaches filter cartridges havmg data storage and «<?^"«^.'^3^„^'^^ device of Astle is capable of; the cartridge of 
claimed. Preventing once used or duplicated labels are «^"'=t'°"^' ^"^^^ pressure drop, time of service, etc. Water 
Astle has the various performance set points as can to" or "Adapted to' •store', 'prevenf. 

j-d'j'SvT?;^-:^^^^^^^^^ 

5!^.u;iJ.eWe;tm^hasnop;tenta^^^ 

6. Claims 51-59 lack inventive step under PCT Article 33g) as bem^^^ .^he reference may not have the 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

a controller would be needed to collect and process data from Ae bag label, 
claimed. 

8. Claims 10-19 lack an inventive step ""^-PCT ^«»^S*^trSH^^^^^^ 

Selby teaches a controller device for a wat«r ^^^'^^^^^^^^^1°^ ^^c^uc identifier for the filter. Astle teaches 
controlling various parameters as claimed, 'X '^^^ data with the filter. It would be obvious to 

teaching is capable of such functions. ^^rp^rilv mean bodily incorporation of the elements, but what 
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Supplemental Box 



by US law. 
9 



, Claims 20-33 and 48-50 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as "Si^^S^^oSf 
2W^167322A1 (HE etal) and "Risk free C^nnectionof Smg^^^^^^^^ 
WO-139 teaches a sealed sterile container .nP"t/output conj«cto^^^^ of invention to use the teaching 

He teaches such a conductivity sensor It would be "b^^us o one ^ ^ „„ght by 

mTvated to use such teaching in the WO'139 reference because of such teachings. 

^ , pr-r ArKrIe 33f3^ as beine obvious over US 2003/0080140 Al (NBAS) in view of US 
10. Claims [26] 59 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as oeing odyioik. « 

2003/005 1767 Al (COCCARO) or WO'696. „f ™,rified water having indicia and accessing and transmitting information 

Nea!?140 teaches an apparatus for receiving fil ed containers °f P""«^-^!™,™ teaches containers and 

provided by the indicia, but does not specificallystateifthatind^^^^^^^ 

taught by Neas, Coccaro or WO. 

n. Claims 60 and 61 lack an inventive under PCT Article S^n'tS^S-'ta^^^^^^ - 

Astle teaches the limitations of a water purification ^^'^^""f^'S^fs^^^^^^ fte combination of a blood treatment device 

sn;r;r.;;S;reSr=^^^^^^^^^^ 

combination with water-using blood treatment devices such as dialyzers. 

n Anopiniononmeritscouldnotbemadeonaaims5and9becausetbeycon«iinncwmatterasi„dicatedinbox 1. 

n.C.aimsl-72 meet the criteria set o«.in PCT Article 33(4, and thus meet industrial applicab^^^^ 
can be made or used in industry. 



-^NEW CITATIONS- 



W0 99/56696 Al (LAMBERT et al ) 1 1 November 1999(11.11.1999): entire docun«nt 
US 2003/0042201 Al (SIZBLOVB et al) 06 March 2003 (06.03.2003); entire document 



..aiskPreeConnectionofPre-Sterili.dSing,eU.P^^^^^^^^ 
Connectors; Millipore Corporation Catalog, May-2003 (05-2003). 
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